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Medication Policy
At Deal Nursery and Forest School, we promote the good health of children attending nursery and take necessary steps to prevent the spread of infection. If a child requires medicine, we will obtain information about the child's needs for this and will ensure this information is kept up to date.
We follow strict guidelines when dealing with medication of any kind in the nursery and these are set out below.

Medication MUST be prescribed by a doctor, dentist, nurse or pharmacist

Prescription medicine will only be given to the person named on the bottle for the dosage stated and the medicines must be in their original containers.
Those with parental responsibility for any child requiring prescription medication should hand over the medication to the senior member of staff on duty who will then note:
1. The name of the child
2. The name and dosage of the medication
3. the date, time and method of the dose
4. The last time medication was given

The form is then found on Famly and is signed by the parent at the beginning of the day. We will except permission once for a whole course of medication or for the ongoing use of a particular medication.

1. The permission is only acceptable for that brand name of medication and cannot be used for similar types of medication, eg. if the course of antibiotics changes, a new form will need to be completed.
2. The dosage on the written permission is the only dosage that will be administered. We will not give a different dose unless a new form is completed.
3. Parents must notify us IMMEDIATELY if the child's circumstances change, eg. a dose has been given at home, or a change in strength/dose needs to be given.

The nursery will not administer a dosage that exceeds the recommended dose on the instructions unless accompanied by written instructions from a relevant health professional such as a letter from a doctor or dentist.

When the child is picked up, the parent or guardian must be given precise details of the times and dosage given throughout the day.

At the time of administering the medication, a senior member of staff will ask the child to take the medication or offer it in a manner acceptable to the child at the prescribed time and in the prescribed form. (It is important to note that staff working with children are not legally obliged to administer medication). If the child refuses to take the appropriate medication, then this will be recorded, and the parent/guardian will be notified. 
Medication is to only be administered by the manager, deputy manager, room leader or ADM. 

We will ensure that all medication given to use will be stored correctly and we will check that it is still within its expiry date.

If your child has acute allergies and carries/needs an EpiPen or your child takes regular medication, please discuss the matter with us. We may need additional training to administer these forms of medication before we can look after your child.

A child on antibiotics will not be permitted to attend for 24 hours in case they react to the medication and to prevent the spread of an infection to others, we will follow the guidance detailing the most common infectious diseases and the recommended periods for which children should be kept away from school or nursery.

Medicine both prescribed and non-prescribed MUST only be administered to your child where written permission for that medicine has been obtained. 

"The EYFS states that Prescription medicines must not be administered unless they have been prescribed for a child by a doctor, dentist, nurse or pharmacist (medicines containing aspirin should only be given if prescribed by a doctor). 

Non-prescription medication (these will not be administered)

An emergency supply of fever relief (e.g. Calpol) will be stored on site. 

If a child's temperature reaches 37.9c action will be taken to bring the temperature down i.e. staff will remove clothing to aim to cool them down and stop them from overheating further. At this time the parent/guardian will be contacted and the child's symptoms discussed. We will then monitor the child for a maximum of 30 minutes, during this point a decision will be made as whether to send the child home and gain permission to administer Calpol. 

The only exception to staff being able to give Calpol is if a child has a high temperature, and the parent is unable to collect the child in less than half an hour. Permission must be given for this to be done. Calpol can only be given if the parent agrees they will come to collect and will ONLY ever be given in an emergency. If Calpol has been administered the parent/guardian must complete a medication consent form on Famly upon collection. 
Children must not attend their session if they have been given Calpol or any other form of pain relief on the morning of their attendance. Pain relief medications such as Calpol can mask symptoms of underlying illness, making it difficult to identify when a child is unwell and potentially contagious to others.
We ask that parents and carers keep their child at home if any medication has been administered to manage illness-related symptoms prior to their session. This policy is in place to help ensure the wellbeing of all children in our care.

For any non-prescription cream for skin conditions e.g. Sudocrem, prior signed permission must be obtained from the parent/guardian found on Famly and the onus is on the parent to provide the cream which should be clearly labelled with the child's name.

Injections, Pessaries, Suppositories-
As the administration of injections, pessaries and suppositories represents intrusive nursing, we will not administer these without appropriate medical training for every member of staff caring for this child. This training is specific for every child and not generic. The nursery will do all it can to make reasonable adjustments including working with parents and other professionals to arrange for appropriate health officials to train staff in administering the medication.

Storage- 
· All medication for children must have the child's name clearly written on the original container and kept in a closed box, which is out of the reach of children.
· Emergency medication, such as inhalers and EpiPen's, will be within easy reach of staff in case of an immediate need, but will remain out of the reach of children.
· Any antibiotics requiring refrigeration will be kept in the fridge inaccessible to children.

All medications must be in their original containers, labels must be legible and not tampered with, or they will not be given. All prescription medications should have the pharmacists’ details and notes attached to show the dosage needed and the date the prescription was issued. This will all be checked, along with expiry dates, before staff agree to administer medication.

If your child has required Calpol before attending Nursery they are not permitted to attend Nursery as its likely that your child is not well enough to attend Nursery in the first place if they needed Calpol before attending.
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